Knighton  Rural  District. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT  FOR  1937. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Coltman-Rogers  and  Gentlemen. 

I beg  to  submit  my  annual  Report  for  the  year  1937. 
Area  of  District,  88,667  Acres. 

Population  ( Registrar-General’s  Estimate)  3,574. 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  961. 

Rateable  Value,  £21,296. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £94. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births 


Still  Births 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

49 

25 

24 

) Birtli  Rate  of  the  estimate! 

Illegitimate 

3 

o 

O 

— 

) resident  poj)ulation,  14'5 

T otal 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

Nil 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births,  54‘5. 


Deaths  Total  52  M.  24  " F.  28 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  14‘5 
It  will  be  noticed  that  there  were  exactly  the  same  number  of  births  as  of  deaths. 


The  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  14’9  (live  births),  and  the 
Death  rate  was  12*4 


There  was  one  death  from  Puerperal  causes,  giving  a Death  rate  per 
1000  live  and  still  Births  of  18T. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  sepsis. 

There  were  8 deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year,  giving  an  Infantile  deatii 
rate  of  153‘8  per  1000  births  (live),  this  is  of  course  very  high,  but  of  the  eight 
infants  five  died  of  congenital  debility  or  premature  birth. 

(The  Infantile  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  58  per  1000  live  births.) 

Seven  of  the  infants  were  legitimate,  giving  a death  rate  of  142'8  j)er  1000 
legitimate  live  births,  and  one  illegitimate,  giving  a death  rate  of  333  3 per  1000 
illegitimate  live  births. 

The  figures  are  of  course  too  small  to  justify  any  conclusions  being 

drawn. 


Total  M 

Deaths  from  Cancer  7 3 

,,  Measles  Nil  — 

„ Diphtheria  1 1 

,,  Whooping  Cough  1 — 

„ Diarrhoea  under  2,  Nil 

,,  Tj^phoid  Fever  Nil  — 


F. 

4 

1 


DEATHS. 


Total  M. 

All  Causes  52  24 

Heart  Disease  15  4 

Pneumonia  3 3 

Bronchitis  3 — 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Premature  Birth  5 3 

Cancer  7 3 

Puerperal  Causes  1 — 

Wliooping  Cough  1 — 

Diphtheria  1 1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 — 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  1 1 

Senility  1 — 

Cerebral  Hasraon-hage  1 1 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  1 — 

Respiratory  Diseases  2 1 

Peptic  Ulcer  1 1 

Influenza  1 1 

Violence  (Accident)  1 1 

Other  defined  diseases  6 4 


F. 

28 

11 

3 

2 

4 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


2 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

I case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  notified 

9 cases  of  Pneumonia 

3 ,,  Erysipelas 

I ,,  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Non- Respiratory. 

1-5 

5-15 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 







15-20 

— 

1 

— — 

20-25 

— 

1 

— — 

50-60 

1 

— 

— — 

Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory^ 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 


Totals  12  — — — I 


I believe  that  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  notified. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  (Medical  and  Sanitary)* arrangements  for 
Laboratory  facilities  and  Hospitals  are  as  before.  ^ 

Water  supplies  are  generally  satisfactory,  but  I think  something  should  be 
done  at  Knucklas.  There  is  a good  supply  in  the  well  from  which  it  is  drawn  by 
a pump  but  a great  many  of  the  inhabitants  are  old  people  and  have  too  far  to 
carry  the  water. 

For  the  same  reason  I think  water  should  be  laid  on  at  Duthlas. 

Repairs  have  been  done  to  the  well  at  Crugybyddar  School  but  nothing  has 
been  done  at  Cascob  School. 


I 


r - 
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) ' HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  160 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  300 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ..  ..  120 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  200 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ..  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  . ...  ...  ...  12 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal  Notices  : 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ..  12 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : 

(a) . — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notices — Nil 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b) . — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ..  . 9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c) . — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  Nil 

(d) . — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ; 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ..  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : 

(a)  — (i)  Numi  er  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  }’ear  ...  1 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  1 

(hi)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  6 

(bj. — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  ...  2 

(c) . — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  16 

(d) . — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again  become 

overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authoritj?  have  taken  steps  for  the 

abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 

(e) . — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions  upon 

which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  Nil 


The  Inspector  made  many  visits  of  inspection  of  Dairies  and  Cowslio(]s. 
Samples  of  milk  are  taken  by  the  County  Council’s  Officer, 

There  is  only  one  registered  slaughter  house  in  the  district. 


Knighton, 

June  8th,  1938. 


I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

JoHiM  A.  K.  Griffiths. 
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Housint^* 


Number  of  Inspections 
Notices  issued  (informal) 

" " statutory 

Number  of  visits  re  nuisances 
" New  Dwellingbouses 

Pood  preparing  places. 

Slaughterhouses , 

Number  registered 

" of  inspections 
Condemned  meat  or  organs 
Provision  Stores. 

Number  of  inspections 

Bakehouses. 

Workshops. 


300 

2 


Nil 

30 

2 

Nil 


1 


'3^ 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Number 

registered 

22 

tr 

of  inspections 

15 

Cowsheds . 

Number 

of  persons  registered 

46 

It 

" inspections 

40 

It 

" Notices  served 

Nil 

II 

" Milk  tests 

Nil 

Stables  and 

Piggeries. 

Number 

of  inspections 

50 

II 

" Notices  served 

Nil 

/infectious 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


Number  of  cases.  There  was  one  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  9 of  Pneumonia,  3 of  Erysipelas  and  one  of 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Schools. 

Number  of  inspections  25 

” " Notices  served  Nil 

Bed  B\i;^s  are  unknown.  I have  practised  in  the  district  for 
39  years  and  have  never  seen  one. 

Milk,  Meat  etc.  This  is  not  a district  in  which  Milk  is 
produced  for  sale  to  any  large  extent.  Many  farmers  sell 
a few  pints  of  milk  daily  to  their  neighbours  or  employees 
and  some  is  sent  to  Cadbury’s,  but  I understand  this  is  made 
into  dried  milk. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  he  made  40  inspections 
of  cowsheds,  that  he  gives  instructions  for  these  to  be  lime 
washed  and  impresses  on  those  who  do  the  milking  the 
importance  of  strict  cleanliness. 

There  is  only  one  slaughterhouse,  practically  all 
the  meat  consumed  being  bought  in  the  surrounding  market  towns; 
about  12  sheep  and  lambs  and  two  or  three  pigs  are  killed  at 
the  slaughterhouse  during  the  year  and  of  course  farmers  kill 
their  own  pigs  and  an  occasional  sheep  for  home  consumption. 

The  district  is  mountainous  and  purely  agricultural, 
very  scattered;  there  is  very  little  unemployment.  The 
standard  of  living  has  certainly  improved  during  the  last 
30  years  and  I am  quite  sure  the  physique  of  the  working 
classes  has  improved  accordingly.  There  is  nothing  like  as 
much  Rickets  or  Chlorosis  as  there  was,  say  30  years  ago. 


(Signed)  John  A.K.  Griffiths. 
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